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For more information about our Christmas events or the church 

in general please see our newsletter or visit our website. 
 

St Matthew’s Parish Church 
Eastbury Road, Oxhey 

Watford WD19 4ST 

www.stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk 

Christmas Eve 
 

 9.30am  onwards 

   help decorate the church  

   and enjoy mince pies 

   followed by 

  11.00am  Children’s Carol Service 

 

 6.00pm  Carol Service 

 

 11.30pm Midnight Mass 

 

Christmas Morning 
 

 10.00am  Carol Mass 
     (a simple Holy Communion service 

suitable  for all ages) 

 

 

Epiphany : 7th January 2018 
 9.30am All Age Eucharist with the arrival of the 

Wise Men in the form of puppets. 

  

News from St Matthew’s 
Vicar: Fr David Shepherd : vicar3@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk 

Eastbury Road, Oxhey, Watford WD19 4ST 

Website: www.stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk 
For newsletter enquiries please email 

newsletter@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk 

 

What’s On : November 2017 

 

In this issue: 
 

 Events at St Matthew’s 

 Parish News 

 Misheard lyrics 

 Messy Church 

 Book Swap, Craft Club and Sales Table 

 Christmas at St Matthew’s 

Why do we celebrate Christmas?  
A Christmas message from our Vicar : Fr David Shepherd 
 

God is like a baby; a baby is like God. That is what we celebrate at 

Christmas. If we want to know what God is like we are to look at Jesus. 

It can be easier to begin with a picture of a 

vulnerable baby when we think about God. In Jesus, God shares 

in human weakness, growing to maturity, suffering and dying. 

When we say that God is like Jesus, we are not saying that God is 

literally, like a baby, a boy, an adult. We’re not making an idol of 

a human being like us. Rather we are saying that we discover 

what God is like as we look at how Jesus lives out his life.  

Jesus shows us that God is self-giving, generous and loving. God 

cares for each one of us. We in turn are called to respond in love, 

to become God-like. 

At Christmas, St. John tells us, we rejoice because God has pitched tent with us in 

Jesus. When we look at Jesus we see God. 
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Services at St Matthew’s Oxhey 
 

St. Matthew’s meets every Sunday at 9.30am 

to share in Holy Communion. 

Welcoming all ages, we have fun, learning activities for children, teenagers 

and adults, which take place in both church and hall. 
 

Afterwards, we have a chat over tea/coffee in the hall. 
 

Thursday Mornings: 
Our short 10am Thursday service is a great way to chill mid-week. 
 

Sunday 10th December: Messy Christmas at BOMC (see adverts) 
From 3.00 - 5.30pm Come and join us as we prepare for Christmas 

and the coming of Jesus! 
 

Christmas: 
On Christmas Eve morning, from 9.30am, children are invited to come along and 

help us decorate the Church.  There will be mince pies available 

during this time.  At 11.00am everyone takes their seats for a 

Children’s Carol Service, with all the children’s favourite carols.  

You are welcome to take photos in the church during this time 

but please remember to take care if uploading these to social 

media sites. Please check with the parents of any children shown 

before doing so. 

NB: There will no 9.30 Communion Service that day. 
 

At 6.00pm there will be a more formal Carol Service aimed at adults (although 

children are still welcome) with all the more traditional carols and readings.  This 

will be followed at 11.30pm by the traditional Christmas Midnight Mass where we 

celebrate the birth of the Baby Jesus and lay Him in his crib. 
 

On Christmas morning we have a Carol Mass at 10.00am.  This is a simple Holy 

Communion Service with carols where children come along to spend a short time of 

calm experiencing the true meaning of Christmas.  If they want to they can also 

bring along their favourite present to show off.   
 

7th January : Epiphany 
The 9.30am service will also be a Carol Mass and we will be 

visited by the Three Wise Men in the form of puppets operated 

again by Colin and his assistant. 
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Oxhey Community 
BOOKSWAP, CRAFT CLUB  

and SOCIAL GET TOGETHER 

NEXT MEETING 

Thursday 21st December : 2.00 - 4.00pm 

 

Come and join friends old and new for  

a jolly Christmas get-together with a good natter  

Tea/Coffee and mince pies.  
 

Bring a book and swap for another one or choose a new one to read   

(we have a wide range of Large Print Books available) 
 

Start or continue a new craft project (get help from others if you’re stuck) 
 

Special One-Off 

Christmas Table Top Sale 

The Ultimate Recycling Experience 
 

 

 

Our next scheduled Bookswap and Table Top sale would be on 24th December.  

As that’s Christmas Eve there won’t be a normal morning service that day so, 

instead, we are planning one big joint gathering on the 21st with Book Swap, 

Sales Table and Craft Club all in one.  There will be the usual pre-loved items at 

reasonable prices as well as some last minute Christmas presents with items made 

by members of the Craft Club. 
 

As usual, children of all ages are welcome.  We have toys 

for them to play with and books that they can take home to 

read for themselves or be read to. 
 

Our current charity is Bushey and Oxhey CARE - for more details about this 

service please see our charities section. The service was  started over 40 years ago 

by local churches and is still providing transport  for elderly, disabled and 

housebound people within the area, to medical appointments, shops and local 

services. Though it is run entirely by unpaid volunteers, costs keep on going up - 

for example, telephone expenses have risen hugely - and donations are the only 

source of income. Who knows which of us may one day need the service (if we 

You can find out more about these events from the Bookswap website: 

oxheybookswap.simplesite.com  

Email: bookswap@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk  

or follow us on Facebook and/or Twitter 
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Photography in Church 
 

Please note that recognizable images of people in the church, hall 

and grounds must not be uploaded to social media websites without 

their permission. 

Parish News 
 

Remembrance Sunday: 
 

We were very pleased to welcome the 15th Bushey & Oxhey Scout 

Group who paraded along Eastbury Road, arriving in time to take 

part in our new 10.15am Service of Remembrance.  Their flags 

were stood in the chancel during the service and then taken out to 

be laid on our memorial along with their wreath and one from the 

church.  Unfortunately, our timing was a little out and the 2 minute 

silence took place just before 11.00 but we didn’t 

want to keep the youngsters hanging about too long in 

the cold. 
 

In the afternoon Fr David joined the OVEG procession from the village 

green up to the memorial on Watford Heath where he conducted their 

Remembrance Service.  This year he was accompanied by Raymond 

who carried our ceremonial cross as a mark of respect. 

 

Photographic Competition 
 

Some of you may remember that, back in September, 

we told you about a photographic competition being 

run by Hertfordshire Historic Churches Trust.  The 

twelve winning entries are to be selected by the 

competition judge, The Rt Revd Dr Alan Smith, 

Bishop of St Albans, to appear in a special edition, 

2018 calendar. 
 

We are now pleased and proud to announce that one of our PCC members, Maxine 

Raphael, has been shortlisted to be judged by the Bishop.  It is a photograph of St 

Matthew's Steeple behind the deconstruction of the Gas Works.  We wish her luck 

with the judging and look forward to seeing her photo in the calendar.  We don’t yet 

have any information as to where these will be available but will let you know once 

we do. 
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Flowers in Church 
 

As we enter Advent, when we don't have flowers in church, it 

seems an appropriate time to say thank you to Mary Russell and 

Marilyn Gerry who have helped with supplying and arranging 

flowers through the last year. 

 

If you would like to give it a go next year, make a donation in memory  

of someone or to celebrate a special event in your life or to make a 

donation towards the flowers in the church this Christmas please see 

Pip or email pipandrichard.leese@gmail.com. 

Do you enjoy singing? 
 

Bushey and Oxhey Community Singers are a small, friendly 

(non church) choir, meeting on term-time Monday or Tuesday 

evenings at 8 pm in St Matthew's church.  We would love to 

welcome new members to join us.  We mainly sing for fun but 

occasionally perform at village events.  If you would like to 

come along, please get in touch with Roger on 01923 242151 

Holy Baptism 
 

Several people already help with welcoming our new 

members (and their families) in Holy Baptism and it will 

be great if more can do so. Our Baptism services start at 

11.30 and last about 20 minutes, so it is not too much of 

an additional time commitment. Dates are announced on 

our weekly notice sheet.  Hopefully we will all make this 

a priority, as it is about our future as a church.  

Thank you. Fr. David. 

 

 

 

 

I would like to say a big thank you to everyone for your generous sponsorship 

enabling me to raise £400 for Aspire.  

Fr. David 
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Christmas 

is Coming 

 

 

 
 

 

  Can you help us? 

We want to let as many people as possible in Oxhey 

Village know about what’s going on at St Matthew’s 

over Christmas.  Last year we successfully put up 

posters in the front of people’s houses - much like the 

back page of this newsletter.  If you can put a poster up 

in the front of your house please sign up on the form at 

the back of the church or contact Daphne 

(email:newsletter@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk) 

Do you have Time to Spare? 
Can you or someone you know offer help? 

 

Bushey & Oxhey CARE offer transport to the elderly and housebound for medical 

appointments, shopping etc.  They are always in need of: 

 Drivers to take people to and from appointments (mileage 

expenses paid)  

 Duty Officers who can be available in their own home just 

once a month to take calls from clients and match them up with available 

drivers and keep records (phone expenses covered) 

Could you help now? because one day you may need our help yourself! 

Please telephone 020 8950 3330 to find out more and register your interest. 

 

For more background on Care please see the Table Top Sale information 


